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Transportation Safety

Transportation-related incidents are the leading cause of brain injury

Motor Vehicle Safety

School Bus Safety
l

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA), school transportation is
one of the safest forms of transportation in the
United States.1

l

School bus crash data show that a federal
requirement for seatbelts on buses would provide
little, if any, added protection in a crash.1

l

Rather than requiring seatbelts, NHTSA decided that
the best way to provide crash protection to
passengers is through a concept called
“compartmentalization.” This requires that the
interior of large buses provide occupant protection
so that children are protected without the need to
buckle up. Occupant crash protection is provided by
a protective envelope consisting of strong, closelyspaced seats that have energy-absorbing seat backs.

l

Motor vehicle crashes are the
leading cause of death for 15-to
20-year-olds.2

l

Seat belts are 57% effective in
preventing traumatic and fatal
brain injuries.3

l

Brain and chest injuries are the
most frequent cause of death in
collisions without seatbelts.4

l

According to NHTSA, over the past 10 years, safety
belts have prevented approximately 55,600 deaths,
1,300,000 injuries and saved more than $105 billion
in economic costs.5

l

Air bags, combined with lap/shoulder safety belts,
offer the most effective safety protection available
today for vehicle passenger occupants.6

l

Children in rear-facing child seats should not be
placed in the front seat of cars equipped with
passenger-side air bags. The impact of a deploying air
bag striking a rear-facing child seat could result in
injury to the child.7

l

Always place infants and children under 12 in the
back seat of vehicles and be sure to have a rear-facing
child safety seat installed properly.

l

Never put an infant in the front seat of a vehicle
equipped with a passenger-side air bag.
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Pedestrian Safety
Motorcycle Safety
l

l

In 1996, 51% of motorcycle drivers between the ages of
15 to 20 who were fatally injured in crashes were not
wearing helmets.8
In 1999, 2,470 motorcyclists were killed and an
additional 50,000 were injured in traffic crashes in the
United States.9

l

50,000 children are struck by a vehicle each year,
often sustaining serious brain injuries.13

l

In 1999, 4,906 pedestrians were killed in traffic
crashes in the United States.14

l

On average, a pedestrian is killed in a traffic crash
every 107 minutes.14

l

More than two-thirds of the 1999 pedestrian fatalities
were males. The male pedestrian fatality rate per
100,000 population was more than double the rate for
females.14

l

More than 80% of all motorcycle crashes result in
injury or death to the motorcyclist.10

l

A recent NHTSA study showed that motorcycle helmets
are 67% effective in preventing brain injures.11

l

Pedestrian injuries remain one of the leading causes of
unintentional injury-related death among children.15

l

Brain injury is the leading cause of death in motorcycle
crashes. Wearing a helmet can substantially reduce the
severity of or prevent these injuries.

l

Nearly one-third of 5 to 9 year-olds killed by motor
vehicles are on foot. They are hit by cars most often
when playing near the home.16

l

A single motorcyclist who
sustains a brain injury can cost a
state more than $2 million for
care and support services over a
lifetime.12

l

Teach your children to look left, right, then left again
before crossing and watch for turning cars.

l

When walking after dark, reflective clothing should be
worn.

l

Pedestrians should refrain from wearing headphones
when crossing roads and highways.
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